provisions of the 1935 act. The new Constitution is being shaped to
conform more closely to the genius of our people than it was possible
for a foreign government to have achieved. Enough work has already
' been done on it to show very clearly that it is democratic in all its
basic conceptions, and regards fundamental human rights as amongst
its cardinal principles. It ensures to the Muslims, who form die
majority of our eighty million people, the right to order their lives
in accordance with their faith but it also pledges to the minorities full
and equal rights of citizenship and the complete freedom to profess
and practise their religions. Furthermore, since Islam abhors the
caste system, our new Constitution, and indeed our traditions and
our practice, guarantee that, politically and socially, no human being
in our State shall be regarded as being inferior or superior to others
because of his birth or his profession. We call this the Muslim way
of life because whatever the source from which other nations may
have acquired the same beliefs, to the Muslims they have been pro-
pounded by their religion, of which they are an essential part. I con-
sider these few words of explanation necessary in order to remove
the misconception, if such a misconception exists anywhere, that
Pakistan is, or plans to become, the stronghold of intolerance or
medievalism. Our religion, as you know, does not recognise priest-
hood as necessary. It is hardly likely therefore that this would be
laid down as the necessary qualification for a Cabinet Minister,
A word about our economic problems. In the economic field we
had a very bad start. Under the British rule the Muslims were the
poorer and the more backward of the two nations in the sub-
continent. Trade and commerce were almost entirely in the hands
of the Hindus and all the major industries were located in that part
of the subcontinent which now forms the neighbouring dominion
of I&dia. When the subcontinent was partitioned the Hindu trading
community and the Hindu technicians who were living in Pakistan
abandoned our territory and migrated to India. Some Muslim
traders, driven out of their ancestral homes in India, similarly mi-
grated to Pakistan but they were fewer in number and were mostly
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